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Golden Fields of Silver

There’s this famous book in America
called Bridge to Terabithia. It's about
a boy and a girl who play by a creek
in the woods near their homes and
make believe it's a grand kingdom
called “Terabithia.” When my little
brother and | were kids, our house was directly across from a protected wetland. That wetland was our
Terabithia.

The swampy marsh, the little creek, the golden reeds, and all the bugs and animals that lived in it
were part of a grand story in our heads. We played for hours in that place, and I've never forgotten it.
And neither has the world. The city we lived in even made a trail so that others could enjoy its beauty.

Needless to say, | have a soft spot for wetlands. Something about tall grass makes me giddy.
(Although, that also might be the Pokémon Trainer in me.) When | went to the Tadewara Wetlands, |
was able to relive that great part of my childhood. _

The grass may be different, susuki (Chinese Silvergrass) instead |
of reeds, but it's taller, more golden, and even more beautiful. My '
hometown’s field may be protected, but it's just in a “don't touch this
sort of way. The Tadewara Wetlands are actively being preserved by
an international convention: the Ramsar Convention. And that's for
good reason. The Wetlands used to just be a field used for grazing,
but leave a field alone in the wet subtropical climate of Kyushu, and
itll become a forest. But Japan has plenty of forests, so Tadewara is
something special. Because of that, it needs special protection.

Tadewara changes with the seasons. In summer, it's completely green. In the fall, it's the lovely

golden field of silvergrass pictured above. In the winter, everything is covered in snow. And in the
spring, everything is burned to the ground so it may begin anew: with flowers.
The Wetlands are filled with life, including animals, which makes me wonder what happens to them
once the whole place is burned down, but clearly they're fine if they're still there. Unfortunately, | didn’
t see any animals myself this time around, but in the visitor center, there was an adorable model of a
harvest mouse climbing some susuki. Next time | go to Tadewara, | think Il try to pay closer attention
to the fields to see if | can catch a glimpse of one of them in real life.

After leaving the Wetlands behind, | was taken for a drive around the Kuju Mountains. The scenery
during this time of year really is breathtaking. Oranges and reds everywhere—leaves in the wind,
drifting across mountainscapes. And the weather was perfect.

We stopped at a restaurant in the middle of the mountains that had both a great view and great
food. Although it was a bit odd. The person taking orders had a bunch of makeup on that made her
look like a tanuki and kept adding pon to the end of her sentences. | get the feeling she wasn't quite
human...pon.
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