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A Shinto-Buddhism Fusion: The Kunisaki Peninsula

On a slightly drizzly day in May we set off towards the Kunisaki Peninsula, looking to sample the
highlights of what it has to offer. Though some may feel the weather was disappointing, particularly
considering the recent sun Oita had been enjoying, | felt it added to the mystic factor and brought out
the character of the places we visited. Starting with Oita Prefectural Museum of History, we set the
academic groundwork for our next two stops: Fukiji Temple and Futago Temple. These form part of
the Rokugomanzan pilgrimage that Kunisaki is known for, marking it as an area steeped in history and
tradition, spearheading religious innovations in Kyushu since antiquity.

Oita Prefectural Museum of History

The Qita Prefectural Museum of History offers a wonderful insight into the long history of Oita
Prefecture. Located in Usa City at the base of the Kunisaki Peninsula rather than Qita’ s capital city, it
houses a number of exhibition artifacts detailing what life, religion, and politics were like in Oita
Prefecture in years past.

The location was chosen as the Kunisaki Peninsula has historical importance
as the entryway of outside influences that have shaped Oita Prefecture and
wider Japan for over a millennium. The most notable of such influences is
Buddhism. Buddhism entered Oita Prefecture through the Kunisaki Peninsula
and mixed and fused with the native Shinto religion, the results of which are
tangible today through the Rokugomanzan pilgrimage.

The museum also has a to-scale replica of Fukiji temple as it would have
looked when it was built. A light show is projected onto the walls of the replica, painting a vivid image
through art of the Kunisaki way of life in years gone by.

Fukiji Temple
With just one day, we only had time for a mini Rokugomanzan pilgrimage. The first stop was Fukiji
Temple. Its mossy stone steps were worn smooth by generations of shoes, the arch at the top
standing proudly against the damp woodland backdrop. The temple itself was an unassuming structure
from the outside, however my perceptions were transformed upon :

stepping within its walls.

As the oldest wooden structure in Kyushu, the temple walls must
have witnessed much, | thought to myself, gazing at the faded
illustrations decorating the inner walls. The inside walls and pillars
were original; faded and worn soft through years of exposure, their
warps and grooves seemed to ripple under my touch. It was a
mesmerising pocket of history | had stepped into in the depths of
Kunisaki Peninsula.

Futago Temple
Futago Temple was equally breathtaking. Another example of the Shinto-Buddhist fusion born in the
Kunisaki Peninsula, it is situated deep in the mountains at the end of a long winding road at the base
of Mt. Futago, the highest mountain in the region. It is larger than Fukiji and therefore has more areas
to explore. Another set of stairs winds up to a small complex looking down and out over the forest
below. Its giant paper lanterns interred within swayed gently in the wind. | could not help but think it
would be the perfect hidden corner for meditation.

Winding back down, the steps of the main entrance to the temple this time, We were greeted by the
imposing stone Nio guardians in the entranceway, standing one on each side &~ - - et
of the stone staircase. The right guardian had his mouth open, vocalising the
first of three sounds making up the birth of the universe: Ah. The guardian on
the left has his mouth closed, symbolising the final sound: Hum. Together,
they symbolise the circular flow of life and death. And with that thought, we
circled back to Oita City, having enjoyed a day of historical wonders and
religious revelations.
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