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Tsukumi was one of the few places
in Oita that | hadn't been yet.
I've passed through on the way
to Saiki, but never actually seen
the town itself. | definitely did not
expect a town with white, carved
out mountains and pipes full of
limestone crossing the sky. Tsukumi
is 2 mining town, turning limestone : - :
into concrete, using pipes to get material from one plant, to another, to another A trip to the main part
of the city itself is worth it just to see the unique scenery. However, our journey to Tsukumi was to see
two things in particular: kawazu cherry blossoms and Ajirojima. Kawazu cherry blossoms are one of the
earliest blooming types of sakura, and start opening up in February. The Youra Peninsula is absolutely
" ; filled with kawazu sakura trees, and the combination of
chipped-away mountainsides and bright pink flowers is
probably something you won't see anywhere else. Which
of course leads to all kinds of people coming to see them.
We even ran into a group taking wedding photos all over
the peninsula. | think that was the first time I've ever seen
someone wear jeans under a wedding dress, but to be fair it
was pretty cold and windy. At the tip of the peninsula is an
island called Hotojima, where apparently a bunch of people
who got rich off the tuna trade live. Getting rich and living on
an island in the middle of nowhere kind of sounds amazing
to me, but I'd probably go with Himeshima. At least they
' have good Wi-Fi.
Ajirojima is an island a bit to the west of the Youra Peninsula. | say “island,” but in reality, there's a
land bridge you can take to reach it during low tide. | guess that makes it a “semi-island” ? At any
rate, an island you can cross over to at low tide isnt a new thing for me, but an island like AJIFOJIma
definitely is. It's absolutely full of some very mterestlng types :
of rocks. | know the words “interesting” and “rocks” don't
usually go together unless you're talking about fossils or you're
a geologist, but these rocks have the history and the looks to
back up the description. The island is mostly covered by chert,
a type of sedimentary rock, which comes in all sorts of colors
depending on the level of oxygen during the era they started
being formed: black, green, purple, red. It makes sense. More
oxygen means more living things, which means more different
looking rocks. One of the most interesting parts of this is
that you can literally see life on earth springing back from
the greatest extinction event of all time (the Permian-Triassic
extinction event). This may be a bit too poetic, but seeing the
layered rocks change from pure black to full of color could
even give you a bit of hope for the future. Even if the world
ends, life will find a way. Speaking of, if you're getting a tour
of the island and hear about how uchuujin were found there,
it does not mean they found extraterrestrial life (3f8.A), but
space dust (FEHEE). But that is still really cool in my eyes. A
piece of space’s history just happened to land at a place full of
earth’s history. Like a fallen star.
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