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Funai Pacchin—War of the Paper

Funai Pacchin is the headlining event of Qita’s
Tanabata festival, which is usually held from the first
Friday in August to the following Sunday. Hand-
carried floats crafted from paper are paraded through
Qita’s central street, with lots of spinning, dancing,
chanting, and sometimes literal sparks flying. Funai
is the old name of central Oita City, and Pacchin
refers to a game very similar to Pogs, where players
flip cardboard cards/circles with different designs on
them. The designs of Funai Pacchin’s floats are very
similar to Pacchin pieces, hence the name. Although,
unlike the game, the event was also given the kanji &j
#%, literally “battle paper.” Funai Pacchin is actually a
relatively new celebration, first being held in 1985 after
Chamber of Commerce members realized that Oita’s
Tanabata didn't actually have any kind of main event
when compared to other prefectures. They thought
they should create something new for Oita’s culture,
made a single float for the festival, and it's grown year by year ever since. Except for the past few
years, for obvious reasons.

After having been gone for three years, Funai Pacchin has made its triumphant return. It started off
with a small motorcade of motorcycles and then sports cars. Which reminded me a bit of American
parades. No candy being thrown from these cars and floats though. Afterwards was the Kids' Pacchin,
where preschoolers and elementary school kids showed off their dancing skills in groups up and down
the entire street, to thunderous applause. After the kids danced their hearts out, it was time for the big
event.

Compared to a normal year, it was scaled back quite a bit, with only six groups and six floats, but once
it got started, you could really tell that everyone was giving it their all. And within one of those groups
was a small group of English ALTs. | had heard from a friend that he and a few other English teachers
were going to dance during Funai Pacchin, so the person | came with and | kept an eye out for them.
The floats went around the central street in a counterclockwise pattern,
each float stopping and dancing in a different area every few minutes,
but no matter what, we couldn’t see my friends anywhere. Just when we
had thought that every float and came and went, we walked a bit further
up the road, and found a few other friends of mine that were waiting
to see them as well. And as soon as we got there, lo and behold, the
English ALT dancer group appeared. And they were fantastic. They had
obviously been practicing for quite some time before the real thing, and
it showed. But the best part was how much fun they looked like they
were having. They had to have been dancing for more than an hour
at that point, but still had smiles on their faces and looked like they
were having the time of their lives. | think those Chamber of Commerce
people definitely succeeded in their plans.
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