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Usa Jingu: An Unseen Utopia

Usa Jingu, nestled at the base of the Kunisaki
Peninsula, is one of the many wonders of Oita
Prefecture. As the head shrine dedicated to
Hachiman, the god of archery and war in the Shinto
religion, Usa Jingu boasts a rich history dating back
to the 8th century, and still stands vibrant and
proud against the flat plains of rural Usa. One can
only imagine the emotions of those ancient pilgrims,
who came from all across the country to worship:
the warm sunset orange of the shrine’'s exterior
must have sparked both excitement and passion
in their hearts as they progressed up towards the
main shrine. The entrance to this area itself is under
construction, however this in no way takes away
from the wonders lying inside.

The inner sanctum of the shrine is, for those
lucky enough to gain access, just as striking as
the exterior, showcasing the unique architectural
style ‘Hachiman-zukuri’, with two sets of wave-
like rooves sculpted so as to be adjacent to
one another, forming one large main hall further
connected by a dainty walkway shielded from the
eyes of worshippers. All components in this inner
oasis, disturbed only every so often by the rustling
of priests on their daily rota of tasks, mesh together,
creating a balance of otherworldly tranquillity on the
one hand, and remarkably routine movement on the

other.

@ Though an important

and high-ranking shrine
in the Shinto religion, \ : .
Usa Jingu offers a moment of quiet and peace to those who visit. There
is something so spiritual and calming about shrines that renders them

the ideal place to reconnect with yourself and mother earth. This author
recommends Usa Jingu to anyone wishing to lose themselves in long
twisting routes and in the soft clinking of talismans in the breeze; it is
simply the perfect place to be mindful and to feel gratitude for all the good
things life brings us.
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