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Going to Hita reminded me a lot of trips | would take back home in Utah. After all, Utah is on the western edge
of the Rocky Mountains in America, so I'm no stranger to mountain towns. The journey felt almost nostalgic,
with the trees and mountains whizzing while | looked through the car window. And when we arrived, some of
the buildings there even had “log cabin” like designs that | never expected to see outside of places like Park
City, a famous ski town in Utah. Sometimes, it even felt like | was back home, that | had just taken a turn in the
mountains there and ended up in a different town from usual.

But of course, Hita has its own culture, its own “things” that make it unique, even within Japan. One of those
things being its connection with Hajime Isayama, author of the world-famous Attack on Titan series. Isayama
grew up in Hita, and the enormous walls within the series are a direct parallel to the mountains that surround
Hita, a barrier that kept him from seeing the rest of the world. However, this is something | learned at Hita’s
Attack on Titan museum. Given the fact the museum is located in Hita itself, | think that it can be easily
understood that Isayama absolutely adores his hometown. The museum has specific Hita-related manga
written and illustrated by him, statues of his characters are in high-profile locations, and he has obviously had
a large hand in helping his town become better known to the entire world. But also at the museum, | found
something that made it so | was able to feel a connection with him. In his first year of junior high school,
Isayama did a homestay in Idaho. There is a photograph of him during this homestay, and at first, | honestly
thought it was one of Utah. Idaho and Utah share much in the way of culture, and | have seen photos with a
similar “atmosphere” to the one of Isayama many times at my friends’ homes or on social media. | am honestly
very glad | was able to see it, as it made me feel closer to the author of a

great series.

Another unique part of Hita is its hinamatsuri (Doll Festival) celebrations.

Parts of the city (specifically Mameda-machi and Kuma-machi) are decorated

with hina dolls and furniture. | was lucky enough to go through a traditional

Japanese home, Kusano Honke, which had been recently renovated and see

not only the beautiful, intricate hina dolls, but also the fascinating architecture

of the home itself. If you get the chance, | highly recommend experiencing

Hita’s hinamatsuri for yourself.
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