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First Breath of Spring
~ Kawazu Cherry Blossoms in Youra Peninsula, Tsukumi City ~

February brings in the first signs of spring, and with that, the
Kawazu cherry blossoms on the Youra District at Tsukumi City
have already started to bloom.

Unlike the more common Somei Yoshino hybrid, which tends
to flower from late March in Qita, the Kawazu cherry blossoms
start blooming from early February. Though many varieties of
cherry blossom have a reputation for ephemerality, bursting
into bloom in unison and suddenly shedding all petals after
a fortnight, the hardy Kawazu cherry blossoms flower for
almost a month and can withstand considerable abuse
from the elements. Covered in a vibrant hue of pink during
flowering period, the Kawazu cherry blossom can be enjoyed
throughout February.

Kawazu cherry blossoms were not always native to the Youra Peninsula, however - the flower’s local
narrative began after Typhoon Chaba hit the region in August 2004. While there had always been talks
of planting cherry blossoms along local roads, the plan finally kicked off in 2005 as the community
worked towards disaster recovery and regional revitalization. The first flowers saw considerable damage
from wild deer, but with the hard work of residents and generous donations of saplings from other
parties, Youra Peninsula now boasts more than 5,000 trees, making it one of the best Kawazu cherry
blossom viewing spots in West Japan.

Although this year’'s event has been called off due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Tsukumi City has held
the Bungo Channel Kawazu Cherry Blossom Festival annually since 2013. Nonetheless, the blossoms
are still a pleasure to look at, especially on a fine day when the pink petals lay against the backdrop of
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