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Driving along the National Route 213

The National Route 213 runs along the coastline of
Bungotakada. Along the way, there is an approximately
20km stretch — dubbed Koi Kana Road, or Love-Come-
True Road when translated into English — that links
Showa no Machi and Nagasakibana. Named after the
route number 213, February 13 was officially recognised
as ‘Bungotakada City Koi Kana Road Day’ by the Japan
Anniversary Association. The date is quite apt, since
February 13 happens to fall on Valentine's eve. Along a
section of Koi Kana Road sits Awashima Shrine, where a
deity who is said to bring romance is housed. Just before
the shrine’'s main hall, a heart-shaped rock can be found
among the ocean waves. Apparently, if you purchase two
wishing stones for 100 yen and successfully throw them
into the dent marking the centre of the rock, you will
have a wish granted — making a slightly gutsy wish before
you aim for the target might be quite a fun thing to do.

Aside from Awashima Shrine, the coastline along the National Route 213 is littered with many other
hotspots for those who are hungry for romance, with Matama Beach being one of them. Since there
are few locations in Oita Prefecture where the sun can be seen dipping below the ocean waves,
Matama Beach is famous for being the only beach in the |

prefecture where you can enjoy watching the sun set on
the horizon. At sundown, the sunlight and the striped
patterns of the tidal flats weave a dramatic tapestry of
light and shadow. In fact, the sight is so breathtaking it
is considered one of the most gorgeous among the 100
Best Sunsets of Japan. The transient nature of twilight
paints many pictures in my memory, and | am sure that |
will one day come to remember Matama Beach's sunset
with fondness.

Oita will soon enter autumn, a season when the
sky stretches into a refreshing, boundless blue.
Seeing how beautiful the calm expressions of
Oita’s oceans are, | thought this would be a good
opportunity to share them with you.
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