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Foliage Viewing in Bungo-ono
~ Autumn llluminations at Hoshoji Temple ~

The tradition of momijigari ( ‘red leaf viewing")
has been popular among the Japanese people
for centuries, giving inspiration to numerous
pieces of literature and artwork. Every year,
from mid-November to early-December, the
mountains and forests of Oita are dyed in
splashes of red, orange and yellow hues. In
this issue, we will be taking you to Hoshoji
Temple situated in Kiyokawa-machi, Bungo-
ono.

Hoshoji Temple is a temple with a history of 870 years, complemented by gardens that were
constructed in the 19th century. The temple holds its own annual autumn foliage festival — to contain
the spread of COVID-19, the usual open-air tea ceremonies and outdoor concerts have been
cancelled, though visitors could still enjoy the temple garden’ s vibrant foliage lit up by illumination.

Situated in the more remote parts of Oita, Kiyokawa-machi faced a sharp drop in temperature in mid-

November, and with this the deciduous trees quickly changed from their summer green to more festive

autumnal colours. The first thing that came into view upon stepping onto the temple grounds is a
pond surrounded by numerous maple trees. Being a windless
night, the pond reflected the scenery of the garden like a
mirror. While the quietness brought forth by social distancing
made the event feel a little forlorn, the silence enhanced the
otherworldliness of the experience.

The 2020 Hoshoji Temple lllumination Event lasted from Nov

6712. The lights could be enjoyed from sundown to 9PM daily
during the period of the festival.
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