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Colours in the Winter Cold:
Oita Agricultural Park’s Camellia Garden

Travel around 40 minutes by car from central Oita, and you'll reach the
Oita Agriculture Park. While the overall facility is a bit barren in winter
and early spring, the camellias, known in Japan as tsubaki, are showing
off their best in the park’s Camellia Gardens.

The camellia is one of my favourite flowers so | was very keen on
visiting the facility. At the mention of the camellia, locals tend to
conjure the image of commonly seen varieties planted in home gardens
and along roadsides that have a single layer of deep pink petals. The
Camellia Garden is therefore an impressively eye-opening facility with
its 400 cultivars and 1,000 shrubs. The ‘Dahlonega’ with its double
flowers and two-layered cream-coloured petals, an apparent recent
favourite among local flower-lovers, is an example of how diverse the
flower can be appearance-wise. | was looking forward to seeing it in
bloom, but the Dahlonegas were planted outdoors and still-had their
petals tightly shut.

There are two areas with camellias in the Oita Agricultural Park, and
since it was still early in the flowering period, only the flowers in the
indoor nursery ‘Tsubaki Hanasaki-en’ bloomed. The roof shields
visitors away from the elements, and although the weather was fine
on the day, | imagine that visiting the facility on a rainy day should
prove no problem at all. Moreover, elderlies, people with disabilities,
or anyone who feels intimidated by the thought of navigating outdoor
areas will be able to enjoy the Tsubaki Hanasaki-en's barrier-free
space.

This year's Oita Agricultural Park Camellia Festival ran from Feb 22~Mar
22. The camellia photography competition, in which the winning entry
is featured in following year's event poster, remained a particularly
popular event. If you would like to see some beautiful flowers and
photos, make sure to keep your eyes peeled for information on next
year's Camellia Festival.
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