% Discover a Sparkling Legacy %

Art: 1300 Years of Treasures

Step into Japan’s rich cultural history, featuring sacred art,
Zen paintings, tea ceremony treasures, samurai culture, and early
international exchange — many exhibited together for the first time
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[Special ViewingTour] Mew art with acurator's guidance at the
museum before openingtime

This specid tour allows you to view the exhibition accompanied by
commentary froma curator. Enjoy a conversation with the curator about
the historical backgound of the artworks and unknown anecdotes.

Rice per person: 5,000 yen
. Duration: Approximatdly 1 hour.
Age: Mddle schod students and dder.

Oita Prefectural Art Museum

2-1 Kotobukicho, Oita City, 870-0036 e-mail : info@opam.jp OPAM




Sparkling Japanese Art: 1300 Years of Masterpieces - Highlights

Chapter 1: Where Gods and Buddhas Meet: The Treasures of Hachiman Worship, Usa - The Birthplace of

Shinbutsu Shugo (Syncretism of Shinto and Buddhism)

Period: Late 6th Century to Early 14th Century

Usa Jingl serves as the head shrinefor all 40,000 Hachiman Shrines throughout Japan. The year 2025 marks a
commemorative 1300th anniversary since the Hachiman deity first appeared at Usa JingQ.

The indigenous Japanese Hachiman deity became integrated with Buddhism, evolving into a guardian deity of

the state and Buddhist law, and subsequently spread nationwide.

Tachi (Long Sword) by Kunimune, 13th Century, Important Cultural Property, located at Kusuhara
Hachimangu in Oita City

This sword was dedicated by the Otomo clan, a samurai family from Oita. As Hachiman is the god of military
fortune, the deity garnered strong devotion among the samurai class.

Chapter 2: The Rise of the Otomo Shugo-Daimyé and Zen Culture: The Latest Zen Culture Arrives in Bungo

Period: Early 14th Century to Late 19th Century
The Otomo clan has its roots in Sagami Province (Kanagawa Prefecture). They
governed Bungo (Oita) from the 13th century and actively introduced Zen

Buddhism, which represented the cutting-edge Buddhist culture of the time.

Hakuin Ekaku's Hanshin Daruma (Daruma Portrait, Half-Body)
c. 1767, Manjuji Temple, 192.1 x112.2 cm

Hakuin was a Zen monk who gained immense popularity during the Edo
period. He preached the teachings of Zen through his paintings. Oita was
the first base in Kyushu where Hakuin Zen spread.

Chapter 3: Otomo Sorin and Art Collecting: From Nanban Trade to Tea Culture

Period: Momoyama Period to Early Edo Period

Fromthelate 15th to the late 16th century, Otomo Sérin (1530-1587), the 21st head of the Otomo
family, reached his peak, governing six provinces in Kyushu.

In 1551, Sorin invited the missionary Francis Xavier to Funai. He engaged in active international
trade with Portugal, China, and Southeast Asian countries. He excelled in performing arts and
culture and, backed by immense economic power, collected masterpieces of calligraphy,
painting, and tea utensils.
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(Left) Nitta Katatsuki (Shoulder-Shaped Tea Caddy)Important Art Object, owned by Tokugawa Museum
(Middle) Karamono Hyétan Chaire Uesugi Hyotan (Chinese Gourd-Shaped Tea Caddy, Uesugi Gourd),
Nomura Museum

(Right) Yujian's Sanshi Seiran Zu (Clearing Mist over Mountains and Market), 13th Century, Important
Cultural Property, owned by Idemitsu Museum of Arts

Chapter 4: Bungo Nanga (Southern School Painting) and Chinese Painting: The Blooming of Elegant Culture

. Period: 17th to 19th Century

. During the Edo period, popular culture flourished greatly alongside economic development.

. Calligraphyand paintings from China's Ming and Qing dynasties gathered in Hita City. Intellectuals
took an interest, leading to the birth of the sophisticated and refined Bungo Nanga (Southern School
Painting).

. Masterpieces of Bungo Nanga:
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3 Tanomura Chikuden's Saikan San'yi Sokaku Zu (Two Cranes with Three Friends of
Winter) (1831, Important Cultural Property, Private Collection)

The Nanga culture spread from Hita to various parts of the prefecture. Cultural hubs such as the prestigious
Toichi family in Kitsuki, Tanomura Chikuden of the Oka Han Domain (Taketa City), and the wealthy
merchant Hoashi family in Hesaki (Oita City) fueled Nanga into a major cultural movement.

Chapter 5: The Activities of Domain Painters and Ukiyo-e Artists in Buzen and Bungo in the Early Modern Period
. Period: 17th to 19th Century
. During the Edo period, Oita Prefecture was divided into eight or more regions. As a result, artists
and Ukiyo-e painters serving the local samurai families thrived in various areas.

Utagawa Toyoharu's Kanbai Zu (Viewing Plum Blossoms) (Late Edo Period, Oita Prefectural Art Museum)
. Utagawa Toyoharu is the founder of the largest school in Ukiyo-e history. He
originated from Usuki is considered highly probable. His exquisite hand-painted Bijinga (pictures of
beautiful women) will be shown for the first time in Kyushu.



Fuchino Shinsai and others: Miyakeyama On-shikari Emaki (Picture Scroll of the Imperial Deer Hunt at Mt.
Miyake) (Part of Vol. 4 of 16 scrolls)

. 1819-1824, Prefectural Designated Tangible Cultural Property, Taketa City History and Culture
Museum - Yugakukan

. This picture scroll extends to an impressive total length of 272 meters!

. It took approximately five years to complete, with the full effort of the official painters of the Oka
Domain!

. The faces, clothing, and possessions of all 2,762 participants in the "Imperial Deer Hunt" are

meticulously depicted.
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© 2001 Hayao Miyazaki/Studio Ghibli, NDDTM © 2002 Aoi Hiiragi/Reiko Yoshida/Studio Ghibli, NDHMT ~© 2004 Diana Wynne Jones/Hayao Miyazaki/Studio Ghibli, NDDMT
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2014 Joan G. Robinson/Keiko Niwa/Studio Ghibli, NDHDMTK © 2020 NHK, NEP, Studio Ghibli © 2023 Hayao Miyazaki/Studio Ghibli © Studio Ghibli




